
	  

 
Unit: Cooking with the Sun and Solar Ovens 
 
Lesson #3: Our Sensational Sun! 
 
AUTHOR: Lisa Morgan 
 
DESCRIPTION: The purpose of this lesson is to record information that the students learn 
about the sun on a chart. This chart will be used for the entire unit. It will serve as a good 
reference for guiding the lessons and providing information for student research.  
 
GRADE LEVEL(S): 3-5 
 
SUBJECT AREA(S): Solar energy, science  
 
ACTIVITY LENGTH: 30 minutes 
 
LEARNING GOAL(S): At the end of this lesson, students will have written numerous facts 
about the sun that they 1) already know, 2) want to know and 3) have learned.  
 
STANDARDS MET: 
Common Core: 
• W.3.8. Recall information from experiences or gather information from print and digital 

sources; take brief notes on sources and sort evidence into provided categories. 
• W.4.8. Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print 

and digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources. 
• W.4.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 

research 
• SL.4.1 I Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, 

and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas 
and expressing their own clearly. 

• RI.4.7 Interpret information presented visually, orally or quantitatively (in charts, graphs, 
diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) to an 
understanding of the text in which it appears.  

• W.5.8.  Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from 
print and digital sources; summarize or paraphrase information in notes and finished work, 
and provide a list of sources. 
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• W.5.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research 

 
Next Generation Science Standards: 
• 3-PS2-2.  Make observations and/or measurements of an object’s motion to provide 

evidence that a pattern can be used to predict future motion. 
• 4-PS3-2. Make observations to provide evidence that energy can be transferred from place 

to place by sound, light, heat, and electric currents. 
• 4-ESS3-1. Obtain and combine information to describe that energy and fuels are derived 

from natural resources and their uses affect the environment. 
• 5-ESS1-1. Support an argument that differences in the apparent brightness of the sun 

compared to other stars is due to their relative distances from Earth. 

Student Background:  
A basic knowledge of attributes of the sun. 
 

Educator Background:  
• A basic knowledge of attributes of the sun. 

Vocabulary:  
• Attributes 
 
Other vocabulary regarding facts about the sun will vary 
depending on what information students share with the 
group. 
 

Other Materials List: 
• Yellow butcher paper 
• Yellow, red and orange construction paper 
• Scissors 
• Felt tipped pens 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Lesson Details: 

Instruction: 
1. Cut a large circle of yellow butcher paper. Write “Our Sensational Sun” in the middle. 
2. Post the sun on a wall where the students can reach it to write on. 
3. Have students cut several yellow, orange and red papers to resemble rays of the sun. 
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Practice: 
1. Gather the students on the rug or have a whole class meeting at desks. 
2. Instruct the students that they will be recording information that they know about the sun on 

yellow papers that represent the sun’s rays. 
3. As our learning progresses, they will write interesting things that they learn on the red rays. 
4. They will write things they want to learn at the start of the unit and during the unit on orange rays. 
5. (Option: Students could plan mini lessons to teach the class on topics about the sun that 

interest them.) 
 

Closure:  
• Students will add rays to the sun as the unit progresses.  
 

Evaluation:  
• Students will be evaluated on their contributions to the chart.  


